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Kate Teys has a Masters in International and Community Development and over eleven years 
experience in this field. Six of these were spent at Caritas Australia managing their South East Asia 
Program, regularly travelling to monitor and evaluate programs and set up new initiatives with local 
partners. Following this Kate has spent four years in Community Development at Relationships 
Australia, helping establish their Community Builders Program in the Northern Sydney region and 
managing their Community Hub in West Ryde. Kate is also the Convenor and Chair of the 
Intercultural Network - Ryde Area, supported by Ryde Council, consisting of 20+ different services 
whose joint vision is Social Harmony in Ryde. 

Co-Author: 
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Community Hubs Delivering Social Cohesion 

This presentation establishes the value of Community Hubs operating on community development 
principles and the asset-based approach in achieving Community Cohesion. For 3½ years 
Relationships Australia has managed three Sydney-based Community Hubs and the anecdotal 
evidence strongly supports the above proposition. A Formal Evaluation is currently underway to 
provide a robust evidence base. As such this presentation will be informed by a Literature Review 
investigating the link between Community Development based Hubs and Social Cohesion and will 
present significant results in addressing the social challenges outlined in Abstract Topic #5. 

The presentation will highlight the place of localism, asset-based community building, 
interculturalism and collective impact in overcoming deep rooted challenges to Community 
Cohesion. It will feature the community building achievements of the Ryde Community Hub. It will 
provide poignant case studies that demonstrate the journey of local people moving from Social 
Isolation to Volunteer to Community Leader and the associated fostering of new community 
networks and active citizenship. This presentation supported by the Literature Review and Evaluation 
Results to hand will present an evidenced based future look at the role of Local Community Hubs in 
achieving and sustaining Community Cohesion. 
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Worked in the Australian Public Service for 14 years. Started volunteering with a wide range of 
Muslim community organisations in the late eighties. Served on the boards of numerous Muslim 
community organisations from the early nineties. Shared platforms with senior faith, political, 
community and academic leaders. Authored and translated a number of faith based books. Jointly 
convened many interfaith events. A regular commentator on Muslim issues and a bridge builder 
between Muslims and others in society. A vocal defender and advocate for equal rights for 
minorities. 

Breaking the Vicious Cycle of Minority-Blame 

In my considered view, the dominant obstacles to social cohesion that confront Australian society 
are: 

1. Othering, and 
2. Australia’s invasion anxiety. 

A trend recently salient in public discourse has given false legitimacy to xenophobia through an 
invasion anxiety in a society that wants to believe itself tolerant and respectful of others.  The make-
shift social engineers in public life have engaged in a targeted process of Othering and supremacist 
projectionism that are at times excused as some sort of initiation ceremony and at other times, 
presented as the only means to protect an artificial utopian status quo. 

To the victim minority, the process of Othering is seen as coercion towards unnatural assimilation 
and blatant active blackmail to relinquish original identities (that now compound to create a new 
migrant identity) and links to these original identities and completely dissolve into a host culture 
whose elites are blaming them for many social woes.  

To advance community cohesion, we need to bring to account every self-anointed social engineer 
who insists on assimilation or on xenophobic Othering.  We must promote and cherish cross-cultural 
respect for the individuals who belong to those cultures whilst restricting criticisms to valid academic 
critique. 
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